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5. PUBLIC ACCESS

The membership of the Society is committed, within financial constraints, to bring to the public the information culled from its documents, photographs, artifacts, and oral histories by presenting public programs; creating exhibits including display binders; publishing newsletters, pamphlets, checklists, and guides to the collections; and making research materials available to legitimate researchers according to the following:

5.1 Inventories, relevant files, and the assistance of a trained volunteer member of the Society may be available to users. 

5.2 A Researcher Registration form listing rules for usage and notice of copyright restrictions shall be read, filled out, and signed by all researchers.

5.3 The Society may limit the use of fragile or unusually valuable materials.

5.4 Hours of operation may be by designated hours or by appointment, depending on the availability of volunteers.

5.5 Photographic and xerographic reproduction requested by users may be accommodated if volunteers are available to handle the request subject to the following policies:

1. Copies may not be used "for any purpose other than private study, scholarship or research." (United States Copyright Law, Title 17)

2. Reproduction by the Society in no way transfers either copyright or property rights, nor does it constitute permission to publish or to display materials.

3. All prices for copying shall be determined by the membership.

4. In some cases, the Society may refuse to allow copies to be made because of the physical condition of the materials, restrictions imposed by the donor, copyright law, or right-to-privacy statutes.

5.6 A fee may be charged for research work done to meet requests: the amount shall be set by the membership of the Society.

5.7 The Society may refuse access to an individual researcher who has demonstrated such carelessness or deliberate destructiveness as to endanger the safety of the materials.
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